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himself is the first to acknowledge that she is largely re-
sponsible for every success that he has achieved.
The sentiments of the empress towards Bismarck have
been much misunderstood and misconstrued. It is per-
fectly true that she was brought up from her earliest child-
hood to regard him as the enemy of her house, the prince
having, as I have already related, been the author of the
indefensible act of spoliation, by means of which her
father had been deprived of the duchies of Schleswig and
Holstein, now forming part of the kingdom of Prussia.
The manner in which the Iron Chancellor was viewed in
the home of the empress when a young girl, may best be
gathered from the fact that whenever her nurses and gov-
ernesses were desirous of putting a stop to her naughtiness
and of frightening her into obedience, they would ex-
claim : '•'Bismarck* s coming! wow ! wow /" This child-
hood impression has continued so deep that even to
this day, whenever the empress shows any signs of re-
luctance to comply with her husband* s wishes, or be-
trays irritation, the kaiser is in the habit of springing
upon her the familiar old cry of "Bismarck's coming!
wow / wow /'J which at first always makes her start as she
did in infancy and girlhood, and then causes her to burst
into laughter, and restores her to good humor.
These sentiments of aversion to Bismarck were to a great
extent modified at the time of her marriage by the knowl-
edge that it was the chancellor who had contributed more
than anybody else to facilitate and bring about the match.
The latter was opposed by many of Emperor William's
kinsfolk, as well as by influential people at court, on the
ground that her rank was inadequate to render her a suit-
able match for the heir to the throne of Germany. Bis-
marck, however, took the ground that a marriage between

